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Defining Objectism

“Objectism”  is  a  word  which  helps  to  describe  art  that  predominantly  focuses  on  the
documentation and exploration of objects. A strong focus is placed on the ways in which
humans use and consume objects and how the presentation of the “ready-made” object
within the gallery space can be used in a way which places the objects concerned under
scrutiny and analysis. Objectism tries to explore our existence through objects: looking at
the actions performed within the physical environment and the ways in which we interact
with the physical environment itself.

The physical environment is made up of three main elements: the Living Environment -
which  consists  of  ecosystems  of  organisms  which  have  life (plants,  animals  and
microbes),  the  Non-Living  Environment -  which  consists  of  non-living components
(things like air, water and mineral soil) and the  Object Environment - which consists of
objects (material things which do not live). An acronym of this living, non-living and object
environment is  the “L.NL.O  Environment."  If  we look at  the environment through this
division we should be able to understand in more depth how the actions of an individual
(as a part of the whole) and the actions of other living individuals (as the entire whole)
have carried them to the position that they occupy within the physical environment. This is
achieved by looking at the actions taken by the individual organism which has life and the
impact that these actions will have on the individual (undertaking the action) and also the
impact that this action will have on the physical environment.

An object does not live but is defined as “a material thing that can be seen and touched. i”
Objects share much of the physical environments owned and occupied by humans; the
pavements, roads and buildings which make up the shared environment and the personal
objects we have such as cars, clothes, houses and furniture. The physical (or  L.NL.O)
environment is predominantly affected by three things: the actions taken by organisms
which have life (as individuals and as a whole,) movement within the physical non-living
environment and the production, consumption and use of objects by humans.

*****

The way in which an object is viewed is often influenced or dependant on its position within
an environment. The perceived meaning of an object can be therefore be challenged by
relocating it; by placing an object which does not fall within the traditional boundaries of an
“art object” into a space where art is usually viewed we are able to look at the object as an
art  object and ask questions of  it  associated with  art  analysis.  These questions might
include: “What has influenced or inspired the placing of the object in this space? Does the
object have a journey and where has it come from? Is the object symbolising something
else or is it representative of other ideas? Can we contextualise the object and compare it
to other art work which is being produced currently or work which has been produced in
the past? Does the object have an emotional impact on us and if it does, is this affected by
its location and the analysis of it as an art object? Will the object influence my way of
thinking or my actions when I am no longer around it?
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I have chosen several objects which help to outline the ideas of Objectism. These objects
focus on the documentation of different actions and the effects that they might have had
on the  L.NL.O environment. These objects include: newspaper articles, receipts and an
entry form to an art competition. Newspaper articles document many performed actions
and are therefore a good way of documenting the operation of different segments of the
physical L.NL.O environment and the social environment in which we (as a whole and as
individuals) operate. The documentation includes:

 The Trade of Objects
 The Consumption of Objects
 How Objects help to define Status, Identity and Individuality as Humans
 The Activities and Actions of Humans
 The Activities and Actions of other Living Organisms
 The impact  that  an  Individual's  Actions have on the Individual  and other  Living

Organisms  and the Physical Non-Living
 The impact that our Actions have on the Objects which make up the Environment
 The perceived Significance and Importance of some Actions in relation to others
 The perceived Significance and Importance of some Living Organisms in relation to

others
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Why should we look at the world in terms of Objects?

Objects are increasingly available for humans to use and consume for several reasons.
Reduced trade barriers between companies and countries has resulted in the globalisation
of trade and a market awash with a plethora of products readily available to the customer.
A reduction in trade barriers has been made possible primarily through an increase in
technological advancements in transportation and communication techniques, whilst the
advancement in manufacturing techniques used for the production of objects has been
made  possible  by  the  exploitation  of  natural  resources.  International  trade  and
globalisation  has  also  resulted  in  a  rise  in  inequality  of  wealth  between  nations  and
individuals as manufacturing and agricultural production has become more centralised and
less  focused  on  small  scale  production.  Large  international  businesses  have  higher
revenues than some countries entire Gross Domestic Product for the year. I have provided
an example of this unequal distribution of money: in 2011 Walmart had the largest income
of all companies with a revenue of $421.89 billion, this was a larger sum of money than
Norway (the country with the 25th largest economy) which had a GDP of $414.46 billion.ii

Agricultural  industrialisation  and  the  outsourcing  of  services  and  manufacturing  has
become more prevalent which has led to the centralised restructure of many businesses.
This, in turn, has resulted in many country's individual  economy's being predominantly
focused upon a specific sector of industry. Almost all countries are now dependant on the
external  manufacturing of  objects and agricultural  production to  provide them with  the
products and food that the market demands. An extreme example of an economy which is
heavily based on a single sector of industry is the UK which, in 2014 had a PPP GDP
(Purchasing Power Parity Gross Domestic Product) 77.5% based on service, 21.8% on
industry and 0.7% on agriculture. To put this into proportion, Nigeria's PPP GDP is more
evenly spread with an economy 31.9% based on agriculture 32.9% based on industry and
35.2% based on service. The World's PPP GDP is composed of 6% agriculture, 30.9%
industry and 63.2% service.iii These statistics show that both the UK and Nigeria have
economies  which  are  disproportionately  distributed  and  are  therefore  likely  to  provide
services and/ or objects or agricultural produce to other areas.

This  increase  in  international  trade  of  industry,  agriculture  and  service  has  led  to  an
increased rate of pollution which has resulted in increasing global temperatures. We have
now entered the 6th “great extinction” phase – “41% of all amphibians now face extinction
while 26% of mammal species and 13% of birds are similarly threatened.. In each case the
finger  of  blame  points  at  human  activities.  The  continuing  spread  of  agriculture  is
destroying millions of hectares of wild habitats every year, leaving animals without homes,
while the introduction of invasive species, often helped by humans, is also devastating
native populations.  At  the same time,  pollution and over fishing are destroying marine
ecosystems. The data indicate the world is heading inexorably towards a mass extinction –
which is defined as one involving a loss of 75% of species or more... The Earth has gone
through  only  five  previous  great  extinctions,  all  caused  by  geological  or  astronomical
events. The coming great extinction will be the work of Homo-sapiens...“iv “...In the case of
land extinctions, it is the spread of agriculture that has been the main driver. By contrast, it
has been the over-exploitation of resources – overfishing – that has affected sealife”v  “On
top of these impacts, rising global temperatures threaten to destroy habitats and kill  of
more creatures. This change in climate has been triggered by increasing emissions – from
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factories and power plants – of carbon dioxide, a gas that is also being dissolved in the
oceans. A third of all coral reefs, which support more lifeforms than any other ecosystem
on Earth, have already been lost in the last few decades and many marine experts believe
all coral reefs could end up being wiped out before the end of the century. Similarly, a
quarter of all mammals, a fifth of all reptiles and a seventh of all birds are headed towards
oblivion. And these losses are occurring all over the planet, from the South Pacific to the
Arctic and from the deserts of  Africa to mountaintops and valleys of the Himalayas. A
blizzard of extinctions is now sweeping the earth and has become a fact of modern life...
The loss for the planet is incalculable – as it is for our own species which could soon find
itself living in a world denuded of all variety in nature. As ecologist Paul Ehrlich has put it:
“in pushing other species to extinction, humanity is busy sawing off the limb on which it
perches.””vi
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