
James Sirrell





Over the last few years, James has primarily worked with large scale cyanotype prints on linen which depict the 
narratives of the Artist Cowboy. Purposeful, yet humorous text gives the work a clear intention, whilst printed imagery, 
clothing, playing cards, and other objects provide the viewer with a visual interpretation of a fictional scene and an 
insight into the thoughts and actions of Billy Childish and Vincent Van Gogh. 

Set in Kent, England in the late 1970s, The End of Vincent Van Gogh, Cowboy. is a series of artworks which illustrates 
the fictional story of Childish and Van Gogh. They do not appear to be getting on well and are disagreeing with each 
other about who is more important. Van Gogh Line Up portrays a single white chair on a blue background, some 
segments clear, others blurred which intensifies its presence. Van Gogh England 1976 – 1979 appears as if it were a 
historical document in a museum, complete with photographs, text, a book and album cover. Again, this is completely 
imagined, the photographs of someone’s hand reaching for fish and chips, a house, a boat, and the inside of a church 
do not, and cannot depict the reality of Van Gogh’s experience at this place and time.

Instead, these works bring Van Gogh and Billy Childish, the Artist and the Cowboy, whose ideas and characteristics 
have been present throughout human history into the contemporary moment. These works explore what it means to 
be a Cowboy or an Artist and what connects Vincent Van Gogh to Billy Childish, and the Cowboy to the Artist. Free 
will and creative expression is possessed by both the Cowboy and the Artist, and both navigate a risky but potentially 
rewarding and path through the wilderness. The gun is a weapon used by both Vincent and the Cowboy and is a 
symbol of masculine power. Perhaps James just enjoys imagines himself as Van Gogh and Childish, and as an Artist 
and a Cowboy and recreating and re-enacting their fictional lives.



The End of Vincent 
Van Gogh, Cowboy



 Where’s My Gun Vincent?
2018
Cyanotype on Linen with Playing Cards, Cigarette Packet, Sweet 
Packets, Headphones, Cassette Tape, Bottle Caps and Sombrero
300cm x 180cm
£1,500



Showdown At Chatham Docks
2018
Cyanotype on Linen with Clothing
320cm x 300cm
£1,500



They Found His Body Round The Back 
of a Texaco
2018
Cyanotype on Linen with Prayer Card, 
Wooden Crucifix, Linen Flowers and 
Gasoline Pump
250cm x 250cm
£1,500



There Are Two Kinds of People
2018
Cyanotype on Linen
250cm x 150cm
£600



This Town Ain’t Big Enough
2018
Cyanotype on Linen
250cm x 150cm
£600



Van Gogh Line Up



Van Gogh Lineup
2018
Cyanotype on Fabriano 4 paper
112cm x 163cm
£2,000



Van Gogh Chair Sketch #2
2018
Cyanotype on Fabriano 4 paper
112cm x 80cm
£800



Van Gogh England 1976–1979



Van Gogh England 1976 - 1979
2018
35mm Photography, Polaroid, Book, Vinyl, Postcard and Text
67cm x 90cm
£600



If you are interested in purchasing any of James’ works, please contact us at edward@circletrianglesquare.co.uk 

Circle Triangle Square Art Limited 
1 Wrights Close, Lane End, High Wycombe, HP14 3DD


